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While traveling through Canada in 1678, a French priest came across the most gigantic waterfalls

he'd ever seen. Stricken with both awe and fear, he began to shake, fell to his knees, and prayed.

Ever since, people from all over the world have come to explore Niagara: among them the

daredevils determined to tumble down or walk across the falls on tightrope. Kids will get a kick

reading about the hare-brained stunts and will also learn how the falls were formed and how--one

day--they will disappear.
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Where Is Niagara Falls? Ã‚Â  It was a beautiful, hot summer afternoon in 1960. Seven-year-old

Roger Woodward was excited. He and his older sister Deanne were about to go on a boat ride. It

was RogerÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s first time ever in a boat. They were going out onto the Niagara River in a



motorboat that was just big enough to hold three people.  Ã‚Â  Ã¢â‚¬Å“Remember to wear your life

jacket,Ã¢â‚¬Â• RogerÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s father called out to him. His father knew they needed to be careful.

They were going on a river that led to the biggest, most awesome waterfall in America. Ã‚Â  The

man who owned the boat was a family friend named Jim Honeycutt. Jim was a strong swimmer and

lifeguard. He knew all about how to stay safe on the river. He made sure Roger kept his life jacket

on. Ã‚Â  As they passed under a bridge, Roger asked if he could steer the boat. It was a bad idea to

let Roger steer right then. The boat was nearing a dangerous part of the river. Most boaters knew to

turn around there. The river was full of rocks and rapids that led to the edge of Niagara Falls. Ã‚Â 

But for some reason, Jim said yes.  Ã‚Â  Suddenly, the boat hit something hard under the water.

The engine screamed. A piece of the motor was broken. They couldnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t drive the boat away

from the rocks. The rapids were pulling them toward the edge! Ã‚Â  Jim grabbed some oars and

began to row as hard as he could. He shouted to Deanne to put on the only other life jacket in the

boat. Powerful waves tossed them up and down. When a huge one hit the boat, all three were

thrown into the swirling, raging rapids. Ã‚Â  Roger tried to hold on to Jim, but the water ripped him

away. Ã‚Â  People on the shore saw what was happening. They ran up and down, but no one could

figure out a way to help.  Ã‚Â  Roger felt himself being bounced against rocks. Then he was

dragged over the edge of the gigantic falls, like a fly being flushed down a toilet. Ã‚Â  No one had

ever survived going over Niagara Falls without somethingÃ¢â‚¬â€•a boat or a barrelÃ¢â‚¬â€•to

protect them. Ã‚Â  But somehow, a miracle happened! Roger found himself floating in the water

below the falls. A tourist boat happened to be nearby. Someone spotted RogerÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s red life

jacket and fished him out of the water. He was saved!  Ã‚Â  Roger became famous that day. He

was the first person ever to survive going over Niagara Falls without protection. When he grew up,

he became a sailor. He loved the water and even joined the navy. His sister survived that day, too.

She was pulled out of the river before ever reaching the falls.  Ã‚Â  But Jim Honeycutt died in the

terrible accident. Sadly, he was not the firstÃ¢â‚¬â€•or lastÃ¢â‚¬â€•to lose his life to the biggest,

most awesome, and most dangerous waterfall in America.

Occasionally I would read what my son is reading so I can monitor what his reading level is or just to

learn something. Upon his very high recommendation, I read this book. Wow! He was right! This is a

really good book. It begins with how Niagra Falls was formed, discovery by Native Americans, and

then later by curious explorers. As it became a tourist attraction, more people came as well as

daredevils who tried to thrill visitors. Harnessing the water's energy by George Westinghouse and

Nikola Tesla was also discussed. There are some really good, detailed pencil drawings and nice



color photographs and timeline at the end. The text is written at a Grade 3 and above level. My son

said it was easy to understand. After I read it, we talked about it, and decided we both learned a lot.

Great biography series that all kids will enjoy. My students (4th grade) can't seem to put them down.

I've had them in my room for the last few years and they just eat them up. The content is easy to

understand and it provides great information on each person/topic along with a timeline in the back.

Great for parents and teachers alike.

Great detail. Easy to read. So packed with information.

Perfect to read with the kids before our trip to Niagra!

I ordered this book for my daughter right before our trip to Niagara falls. She found it interested and

was repeating things she learned in this book during our trip.

Fast delivery and exactly as you see it. My granddaughter loves these books

Gets checked out all the time

Great for kids
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